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July 29, 2016 

 
Prince William Board of County Supervisors 
1 County Complex 
Prince William, VA 22192 

Dear Supervisors: 

Prince William Conservation Alliance supports the Rural Crescent, as established in 1998 with the 
goal to help Prince William County “avoid the negative economic, social, and environmental 
characteristics of sprawl development.” The primary goal of the Board of County Supervisors in 
1998 was to constrain the rising costs of providing public infrastructure and thus limit property 
tax increases, but the designation of a Rural Area also created the opportunity to preserve green 
open space and farmland.   

The County has not acted on that opportunity – yet. Despite considerable talk over the years, 
incentives for Rural Crescent farmers and green open space initiatives are largely unchanged. A 
Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program, as called for in the County's Comprehensive 
Plan and recommended by the 2014 Rural Crescent Study, has not yet been adopted and funded.  

PDR programs are a meaningful, well known and essential tool in rural preservation toolboxes. 
For example, neighboring Fauquier County has an active PDR Program that has protected more 
than 10,500 acres of land. The Fauquier County program is funded through a special real estate 
tax levy currently set at just $0.006 per $100 of assessed value.  

In Prince William, farmers are already struggling with diminished opportunities to secure 
adequate land for farming operations. They rightly want to know if Prince William County is 
serious about protecting farmland. Adoption of a PDR program would accomplish this goal. 

Residents in the Development Area as well as in the Rural Area want the county government to 
help commercial farmers retain their traditional activities in Prince William. Opening the Rural 
Crescent to increased residential densities would diminish the County’s capacity to preserve a 
way of life based on agriculture as well as the countywide benefits associated with reducing 
sprawl development.  

Adoption of a PDR program would signal a meaningful commitment to protect farmland as well 
as follow through with re-development initiatives and keep taxes lower.  

Adoption of a PDR program would benefit residents countywide. It is an effective incentive that 
protects farmland and open space… and it does not require the approval of new homes in either 
the Countryside or the development area. A PDR program would also direct infrastructure 



improvements to development areas, increasing the County’s ability to attract economic 
investment and keep taxes lower. 

The County’s 2014 Rural Preservation survey showed that Prince William residents support PDR 
programs and that the majority are willing to pay to protect open spaces. Before investing staff 
resources or entertaining any discussion of policy changes to the Rural Crescent, Prince William 
County needs to follow through and take advantage of the available tools needed to ensure a 
robust rural area and associated benefits.  

Item 9A on the August 3 BOCS Agenda proposes a piecemeal approach to an update of the 
Comprehensive Plan, including Rural Crescent policies. We urge the Board of County Supervisors 
to instead adopt a comprehensive approach that includes community involvement to ensure 
meaningful and mutually supportive relationships between the individual chapters.  

In addition, we urge you to reject initiation of any discussion or investment of staff resources 
aimed at revising Rural Crescent policies before implementing and evaluating a funded PDR 
program – a fundamental and essential tool commonly used to protect rural areas and their 
associated countywide benefits. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Kim Hosen 
Executive Director 

 
cc:   Prince William County Planning Commission 

Prince William County Planning Office


