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PRESERVATION AREA SITE ASSESSMENT 
PW PARKWAY ES 

WSSI #21315.03 

This technical narrative has been provided to describe the procedure for establishing the 
Resource Protection Areas (RPAs) within the PW Parkway ES study area.  The PW Parkway 
ES study area is situated on approximately 25 acres and is located east of the intersection of 
Old Bridge Road and Prince William Parkway in Prince William County, Virginia.    

The wetlands and other waters of the U.S. (WOUS) on the study area were delineated 
and subsequently surveyed by Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc. (WSSI). Jurisdictional 
wetlands and other waters of the U.S. within the project study area are described in WSSI’s 
report “Waters of the U.S. Delineation (Including Wetlands) and Resource Protection Area 
Evaluation, PW Parkway ES (±25 acres)” dated October 23, 2015. A jurisdictional 
determination (JD) from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) is pending. 

The results of WSSI’s evaluation of flow regime of the on-site streams are summarized 
in a Perennial Flow Determination (PFD) submitted to Prince William County concurrently 
with this report and which is pending approval.  The wetland and WOUS boundaries have been 
used to establish the RPA as presented in Attachment I: Preservation Area Site Assessment. 

Delineation of Preservation Areas 

Pursuant to the text of the Ordinance and Prince William County Policy #LD-90-15, an 
RPA has been delineated as shown in Attachment I. The process utilized to determine the 
precise RPA limits based upon a field investigation is outlined below: 

1. Determination if RPA Core Components are Present On-site 

a. “Tidal Wetlands,” defined in DCSM 740.02(AA), are not present on this study area. 
b. “Tidal Shores,” defined in DCSM 740.02(Z), are not present on this study area. 
c. “Perennial Water Bodies,” defined in DCSM 740.02(Q) to be all water bodies 

identified as perennial when using a scientifically valid system of in-field indicators 
(water bodies shall include all areas of natural inflow, including but not limited to: 
streams, impoundments, lakes and all areas of concentrated flow), are present on this 
study area.  Two (2) perennial water bodies, unnamed perennial streams, are present 
within the study area.  Please refer to “Perennial Flow Determination, PW Parkway 
ES,” prepared by WSSI and submitted concurrently with this report for additional 
discussion of the methods used to determine streams with perennial flow on this 
project.  

d.  “Nontidal Wetlands,” defined in DCSM 740.02(O), are present on the study area, as 
depicted in Attachment I and described in the referenced report by WSSI. Thus, 
whether or not these wetlands qualify as RPA core components must be assessed. 

2. Determination of Which Portions of Nontidal Wetlands Found on Site are Connected by 
Surface Flow and Contiguous to Tidal Wetlands or Perennial Water Bodies – i.e., Wetlands 
that are RPA Core Components 

 
a. All nontidal wetlands and non-perennial streams (i.e., intermittent and ephemeral 

streams, as determined by site-specific study) leading into perennial streams were 
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examined in the field by WSSI personnel to determine the RPA cutoff, the point at 
which these features are no longer connected by surface flow to a perennial water body.  

b. The section of an intermittent or ephemeral stream or other non-perennial conveyance 
without adjacent wetlands, or containing narrow linear wetlands present only within the 
defined bed and bank or the bottom of such stream or conveyance (i.e., vegetated 
wetland swales), is not considered to have established a continuous connection of 
wetlands (excluding man-made intervals such as culverts, pipes, etc.) pursuant to Prince 
William County Policy #LD-90-15, dated December 21, 1990 and the Chesapeake Bay 
Local Assistance Department June 18, 2007, revised December 10, 2007 “Resource 
Protection Areas: Non-tidal Wetlands, Guidance on the Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Area Designation and Management Regulations.”  Wetlands upstream/upslope of 
locations possessing such characteristics are not RPA core components. 

 
3. Determination of the RPA Buffer 

A 100-foot-wide buffer, adjacent to and landward of RPA core components and along both 
sides of any perennial water body, governs the location of the RPA and is known as the 
“Field-Verified RPA.” 
 

4. Site-Specific Determinations 

The RPA core components and RPA buffer established and described above are presented 
in Attachment I, included in this report.  The RPA buffer extends 100 feet landward of the 
unnamed perennial streams and all wetlands contiguous and connected by surface flow to 
these streams. 

WSSI identified four RPA cutoffs in the field and the following rationale was used to 
determine these cutoffs: 

 

RPA Cutoff Rationale 
#1 and #2 Per guidance from the Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Department entitled "RPAs: 

Non-tidal Wetlands. Guidance on the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Designation 
and Management Regulations", dated June 18, 2007 and revised December 10, 2007, 
non-perennial conveyance features containing wetlands only within the defined bed 
and bank (e.g., vegetated swales), are not considered to have established a continuous 
connection of wetlands, and are not required to be included as RPA features. 
Therefore, RPA cutoffs were determined to be the point where the vegetated swales 
connected to the waterbody with perennial flow. 

#3 Nontidal wetlands are not located adjacent to these intermittent stream reaches. 
Therefore, the RPA cutoff was determined to be the point where the intermittent 
streams flow into the unnamed perennial tributary.  

#4 Nontidal wetlands are not located adjacent to this stream reach. Therefore, the RPA 
cutoff was determined to be at the point (i.e., a headcut located at flag A-25) where 
the stream channel no longer exhibits perennial flow.  The stream channel exhibits 
intermittent flow upstream of the headcut and perennial flow downstream of the 
headcut. 
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5. Intensely Developed Areas (IDAs) 

Section 32-504.07 defines IDAs by reference to a set of conditions and areas designated on 
the Chesapeake Bay Protection Area Overlay District Map. According to this map, the 
entirety of the study area is located within an IDA. See Exhibit 5 in the attached PW 
Parkway ES Waters of the U.S. Delineation Report.  

6. Certification 

This PASA Plan and Narrative, dated November 13, 2015 and the associated technical 
narrative description of the wetland delineation and stream classification depicted hereon, 
contained in the report prepared by Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc., titled "Waters of 
the U.S. Delineation (Including Wetlands) and Resource Protection Area Evaluation, PW 
Parkway ES (±25 acres)," dated October 23, 2015, is certified as complete and accurate by 
John T. Kelley, Jr., P.E. #035786, when evidenced by the seal and signature of said person 
on the PASA and Narrative. 

WETLAND STUDIES AND SOLUTIONS, INC. 

 

Neil Gutherman, WPIT 
     Environmental Scientist 
 
 
      
 

Benjamin N. Rosner, PWS, PWD, CE, CT 
Manager – Environmental Services 
 
 
 
 
John T. Kelley Jr., P.E. 
Senior Associate Engineer 
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